Choline magnesium trisalicylate does not impair platelet aggregation.
Blood platelet aggregation in response to adenosine diphosphate (ADP), epinephrine or collagen stimulation was measured in 9 mainly arthritic patients continually treated with choline magnesium trisalicylate for an average of 11 months. Aggregation was entirely normal in 5 of the subjects and only minimally reduced in 3 who showed suppression, in 2 cases borderline or minimal, of ADP-induced aggregation only; the reasons were unclear and the possibility of pre-treatment subnormal responses to ADP, in this group, could not be ruled out. The ninth subject showed no secondary wave of aggregation with ADP or epinephrine and only 21% aggregation with collagen, findings typical of aspirin use. She was thought to have ingested this drug unknowingly and to warrant exclusion from the evaluation. It is concluded that protracted use of choline magnesium trisalicylate does not interfere with platelet aggregation under the conditions of this study. The results obtained were consistent with the reported failure of this drug to cause significant faecal blood loss in clinical trials.